GOETHE   AS   LYRIC   POET

giving it both a perfection and a variety that no one after him
has been able to touch, though many have tried. His classical
elegies were rivalled by those of Holderlin, but the different
inspiration makes it impossible to put either above the other.
In aphoristic verse he has no competitor. A number of poets from
Holderlin to Rilke have written " philosophical" poems in which
they have probed thought possibly as deep as that of Goethe; but
they have not always succeeded in evading the snares that await
the enthusiastic or the solemn prophet. No one has combined
piety with clarity, sanity with jubilation and music, as Goethe
did so simply and naturally in his late philosophic lyrics. He is the
great exemplar of a humanity that is possessed of all its faculties
through the imagination and is content to be poised not higher,
and not lower, than its own best effort.
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